
ROLLCALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Hamilton 
Chuck Burris 
Ralph Fenton 
Randy Heafner 

Approval of Minute 

MINUTES 

Athens Board of Zoning Appeals 
October 19, 2016 

1 2  Noon 
Conference Room 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Kenny Charles 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Harley Knowles 
Jim Dyer 
Jim Winer 
Gene McConkey 
Mike Ingram 

The minutes of the September 21, 2016 meeting were approved unanimously. 

Old Business 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 

New Business 

1. Variance Request by Tennessee Wesleyan University (TWU) for in-fill development on 
portion of a parcel formally part of the parcel hown as Tax Map 056L Group B Parcel 
062.00 located on the NW corner of Green Street and College Street and zoned P-1 
Professional D istrict. Request is for 1 2-foot reduction on College, and 14 feet on Green 
Street. 

Chairman Hamilton swore those who testif ied in. 

Mr. Harley Knowles introduced himself and the others attending the meeting with him, 

Jim Winer and Mike Ingram. 

Chairman Hamilton began to discuss the front setbacks. Because this is a corner lot, we 

have a front setback on Green Street and a front setback on College Street. The infill 



development part of the site plan says in certain circumstances the Board can vary the 

setbacks based on the infill because the desire is to have harmon.ious street fronts where 

you don't have property ten feet from the street, the next property thirty feet. and the next 

property twenty feet, zig zagging kind of development. According to Mr. Casteel's 

calculations, the way it has always been done is figured off the GIS maps which are 

greatly inaccurate, but it s a  least consistently inaccurate. 

Chairman Hamilton said the only way they can do tnis exactly is have all the properties 

surveyed. That would be an added expense and this Board has consistently operated in 

the margin of error given us by the GIS system. Mr. Casteel has done the calculations 

which fall under the recommendations on page two of the Staff Report saying that using 

the Lnfill setback rule eighteen feet off College Street and sixteen feet off Green Street is 

acceptable to staff. 

Chairman Hamilton asked if tl1at met their (TWU) requirements. 

Mr. Winer said all three would meet their requirements. 

Chainnan Hamilton asked was meant by all three. 

Mr. Winer said there are three setback variances. 

Chairman Hamilton said he was only discussing the front setback variances, the Green 

Street and the College Street. If this Board approves number one on the Agenda, they are 

giving an eighteen foot setback on the College Street side and a sixteen foot setback on 

the Green Street side whjch does what you (speaking to Mr. Winer) need to do for those 

two. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve and accept staffs recommendation. 

Chuck Burris 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

2. Variance Request by Tennessee Wesleyan University (TWU) for a side setback 
reduction 1 0  feet on portion of a parcel formally part of the parcel shown as Tax Map 
056L Group B Parcel 062.00 located on the NW corner of Green Street and College 
Street and zoned P-1 Professional D istrict. 

Chairman Hamilton swore those who testified in. 

Chairman Hamilton said the setback should be twenty feet between the property line and 
the building. The Ordinance has been in place when the area was a football field. 
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Mr. Fenton said yes. and they have been in existence for a long time. 

Mr. Winer said he understands the prope1ty lines are real, they have been platted. 

Chairman Hamilton said when it has been recorded, it becomes official. 

Mr. Winer said but they can be removed; that's a contingency then that would help. He 
said he thinks this underscores to a degree bow exceptional and bow unusual this is. He 
said he was sure it happens on occasion but very infrequently and they are hoping the 
Board will take that into consideration in finding a solution for them. 

Chairman Hamilton said he did not think that there was any question that everybody in 
the meeting wants this building built. Everybody wants the college to prosper. The Board 
has some degree of latitude by State Law but thev are not carte blanche. 

Mr. Winer said going back to the Tennessee Code, the use of the word 'or', it says, "or 
other extraordinary and exceptional situation." It does grant you that authority and Chris 
Trew feels like it is not subject. 

Chairman Hamilton said he talked with Chris Trew about this specific phrase in that 
Ordinance and they do not parti ularly agree with that phrase. Interpreting that pbrase for 
TWU is talking about the lot; there is nothing exceptional about the lot. The lot is 
basically rectangular, flat. easy access. lt just has everything go for it. The building that 
they want to put on it might be exceptional for that piece of property, but the lot is not. 

Chairman Hamilton said the way he reads that plu·ase it s talking about the property, not 
the building but that is his interpretation. 

MOTION : 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

The motion was made to deny the request at that time. 

Ralph Fenton 
Chuck Burris 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

3. By-law Change concerning regular meeting time change. 

There wa a brief discussion about a By-law change about regular meeting time cbange. 
Mr. Charles who sent an email because he could not be present. Mr. Charles said nine 
o clock would be his first choice with ten being his second choice. 
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MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

The motion was made to move the BZA meetings to nine o'clock 
A.M. on thethird Wednesday. 

Chuck Burris 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Hamilton. 

4,Lt:2� Ralp:; F�nton, Secretary 
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